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Drawing Class Beginner & Intermediate Martine Strohmeyer Instructor

DRAWING CLASSES BEGIN WENESDAY JANUARY 21, 2009, 10:00 AM TO NOON AM FOR EIGHT WEEKS $400.00 (10%discount if paid in full by first class):

Course Description

Students will experience a hands-on approach to the techniques, styles, and

mediums of drawing, including the difference between looking and seeing as it

relates to this valuable art form.  One of our eight days will be spent in the gallery discussing and drawing some of the displayed works. The class will allow students to explore a variety of styles & techniques in a richly informative environment.

Course Objectives

Students will become familiar with the function of drawing as a tool, as well as an art form through demonstrations, practice and discussions. Students will become comfortable with drawing techniques using a variety of mediums. Students will apply the techniques learned here as a practical application, to confirm that drawing is a teachable learning skill.

Method of Instruction:  Lectures will be given; visuals will be presented; continual demonstrations will be provided with opportunities to participate in hands-on practice; instruction will be given using a variety of drawing mediums. This course facilitates a study of drawing through problem solving. The problems, or drawing situations, presented in each class, focus on issues of gesture, spatial relationships, shape, value, line, texture, perspective, and subjective interpretations. Students will face a variety of drawing situations throughout the course. Students will use specific techniques to respond to the situations in order to expand their awareness of technical choices in drawing. In addition to creating artworks to address the drawing situations, students will maintain a creative written record of their processes in the solving of each drawing situation. This record will be used when the student creates a presentation of her work at the end of the semester. Keeping written records of artistic processes provides student artists with an ongoing text resource that can be used for artist’s statements and for interviews with gallery personnel, journalists, and critics. 

Modes of Instruction: 

· Individual instruction 

· Group discussion and critique

· Demonstrations 

Drawing class goals: 

· Improve ability to observe 

· Develop visual organization skills 

· Understand mechanics and systems of creating spatial illusion 

· Develop ability to literally and abstractly interpret forms 

· Develop visual sense of style 

· Develop process for articulating aesthetic ideas 

· Develop critical vocabulary and ability to defend opinions 

Course Content:

 Introduction

Instructor introduction & course overview

Positive and negative forms – how they are perceived

Working with black and white using:

Graphite, permanent ink, and ink wash techniques

Intermediate Drawing Syllabus 2

White pencil on black paper

Dimensional Translations

 “Field trip” to artist’s studios

Discussion and sketches/demonstrations/encouragement

Students will utilize exhibits as inspiration for their own work

Dimensional Translations

Drawing forms from nature

Proportions of the human head – translating front and profile

Proportions of the body

Working with the Model

Blind or “pure” contour drawing – drawing from life without looking at

your paper

Gesture and contour drawing

Art Supplies: *not required
· Medium and soft vine charcoal 
Charcoal pencil 

· Erasers kneaded and rubber

White pastel 

· Oil  or chalk pastels* 


Assortment of  graphite pencils

· Whiteout pen* 


White and black china markers* 
· Drawing pad (18"x 24") 

1 sheet of black pastel paper 

· 3-4 sheets of charcoal paper in gray or mid-tone neutral colors (18"x 24") 

· Portfolio 24" x 30" *


Sketchbook in any size 

